QUESTIONS – SO YOU WANT TO RUN FOR PRESIDENT?

Name_________________

1.  Define these terms found in the reading:

a.  caucus- Party meeting to select delegates to the nominating conventions.

b.  primary - party election to select delegates to the nominating convention.

c. general election (look it up)- The election for the actual office of the Presidency, the first week of November.

d.  party platform- Outlines the party’s philosophies and priorities. It’s stance on the issues.
2. What state is the first caucus state?  ____Iowa_____ What state is the first primary state?   ____New Hampshire___
a. What advantage do these relatively small states offer to some candidates? 
Allows little known, under-funded candidates to have a chance. They can get around each state easily to meet 

voters, and they don’t have to spend money traveling to and advertising in multiple or larger states.
b.  How can a candidate’s showing in these states affect the race to come?
It is a springboard. A better than expected showing can boost a candidate. A poor showing can sink a candidate.
c. Think about the demographic, cultural, and economic make-up of each of these states. What criticism could be made about these 2 states always being the first states to participate in the nominating process?
Both states are fairly small and rural. Neither is an accurate cross-section of the population of the United States. However, every year both have a disproportionate influence on who the nominees will be. For example, a “city slicker” from Miami or Los Angeles might not appeal to these people, even though they might be a favorite in many larger/urban states.
3.  Why have television networks cut back on their coverage of national political conventions in recent years? (you have to think a little on this one as the reading does not say “television coverage of national conventions has been cut because…”)
Because they are now foregone conclusions- we already know the nominee- so there is no suspense or attraction to viewers. The conventions are now 4 day advertisements for the party- not a big TV draw.
4a. What gets created and adopted at the convention?
The party’s platform, which tells what the party is about and shapes the campaign
b. How does the convention benefit the ticket (the candidates) after the convention?

The ticket emerges with a boost in the polls, and a lot of momentum to hit the campaign trail.
5a. Where was the Republican National Convention in 2016? Why?
Cleveland, OH. Very important swing state. Try to get attention and support from the voters there.
b. Where was the Democratic National Convention in 2016 ? Why?
Philadelphia, PA. Also a swing state, and a big state.
6. What is the big attraction on final night of the convention?
The acceptance speech by the Presidential candidate. He/she lays out what their presidency would be all about, and why America should vote for them.
