Presidential Powers Study Guide

Things to study for this test:






Name_______________________
· Presidential Staff notes & Cabinet Departments
· Worksheet on Cabinet Departments
· Project notes & presentations.
· What the President Did H.O.
· Apply Presidential Roles Scenarios
· Powers and Limitations of the Presidency front/back.
· 13-2 H.O. on the Vice President

· Power Point notes on War Powers H.O.

· Taking American to War  H.O.

· Decision Tree Activity on Grenada H.O.
· Veto Homework Questions from pp 405-406

· Notes: Table on Presidential Vetoes

· Impeachment handouts and worksheets

· United States vs. Nixon Reading and Questions H.O.

Notice: Not all questions are on this study guide. You will need to read and study all the items above to be fully prepared!

1. Understand the roles the president has, and be able to match them to examples (like on the “What the President Did H.O.)
2. What is the White House Staff? Who leads it? Why is this person so significant?

3. Identify the following positions:

National Security Advisor:


Domestic Policy Advisor:


White House Counsel:


Legislative Affairs Director:


Press Secretary:

Executive Office of the President
4a. What is the Presidential Cabinet?

b. What 4 departments make up the “Inner Cabinet”?

c. Be able to identify the overall purpose of each Cabinet Department.

5. Be familiar with things that can be considered powers for the president, or limitations. You will need to be able to identify and/or explain certain powers and limitations.
6. What are the formal qualification for both the President and the Vice President?

7. What is Presidential Succession? List the first six positions in the order of Presidential Succession.

8. What are the official duties of the Vice President? How has this office been viewed in the past? Explain.
9. Explain the idea of “Balancing the Ticket” when it comes to selecting Presidential running mates. What is the concern over this process?

10a. What does the Constitution say about who has the power to take America to war? 
b. Why did the Framers set it up this way?

11a. What is the War Powers Act? Identify key aspects.

b. Why might it lead to a potential Constitutional Conflict?

c. Be familiar with recent situations in which the War Powers Act could have applied.
12a. What 4 things can a President do when Congress sends him a bill?
b. How do presidents use the threat of a veto?

13. Be familiar with the history of how the veto has been used (Notes: Table on Presidential Vetoes)

14a. Who has the power of impeachment? How many needed to impeach?
b. Who has the power to try impeachments and removal? How many needed?

c. Who presides over the removal hearing?

15. For what types of crimes or offenses can a president be impeached? Explain

16a. What is Executive Privilege? 
b. Explain how it came into questions during the Watergate investigation.

c. How did U.S. vs. Nixon both strengthen and weaken the power of Executive privilege? 
