Legislative Branch Study Guide

Name______________________

Things you should study for this unit:

· Crash Course: Bicameral Congress Notes

· Introduction to Congress, part I H.O.

· Introduction to Congress, part II H.O.
· Enumerated and Implied Powers H.O. 
· Roles of a Congressman H.O.

· A Day in the Life of a Congressman video guide.

· Organization of Congress H.O.
· Senate Subcommittee Simulation, 
· Congressman Jones and responsibilities of a rep. 
· How a Bill Becomes a Law H.O.
1. What is the historical reason for the U.S. choosing a bicameral legislature?

2. What was the political reason for choosing a bicameral legislature? Explain.

3. Explain the theoretical/practical reason for having a bicameral legislature. 

4a. What are some of the advantages of the House members’ terms only being 2 years?
b. Disadvantages?

5a. What are some of the advantages of the Senatorial terms being 6 years?

b. Disadvantages?

6. What are special sessions of congress? Why might a President threaten to call one?
7. Explain what often happens during off-year elections. Why?

8. What is reapportionment, and how is it determined?

9. What 3 criteria must state legislatures follow when drawing congressional districts (redistricting)?

10a. What is gerrymandering? What is the main goal? What two ways do parties try to achieve this goal?

b. What may state legislatures not do when gerrymandering?

11. What are the characteristics of the typical congressman?
12a. What are Enumerated powers? 

12b. What are Implied powers? How does the “necessary and proper” clause tie into implied powers?
12c. What does the General Welfare clause allow congress to do?
13. Why is the Speaker of the House the most important position in congress? Provide examples.

14. What are the presiding officer positions of the Senate, and what do they do?
15. What is the role of the Party Floor Leaders and Whips?

16. Explain the significant role committees play in congress. Provide examples of what they do.
17. What does a conference committee do?

18. What is a filibuster? What is the cloture rule?

19. What is a rider, and why is it considered controversial?

20. What is logrolling?

21. Be familiar with the steps a bill must go through to become a law. Why is it so stringent?
