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Gideon v. Wainwright
1. Who was Clarence Gideon? For what crime was he arrested and charged?

2a. What had Gideon requested at his trial, but been denied?

b. At that time, what was the only situation in which the State of Florida would provide this?

3. What evidence was used against him at his trial? What in his history also worked against him?

4. If you were on the jury, how would you have voted?   Guilty
Not Guilty

5. What two Constitutional Rights did Gideon claim Florida had violated? (# and concept).
6. According to Abe Fortas, why is it considered so important to extend the right to counsel to all criminal cases?

7a. Florida argued that ruling in favor of Gideon might have what negative result all over the county?

b. Why did Abe Fortas say this argument is invalid?

8. What part did the 14th Amendment play in the Supreme Court’s ruling?

9. What happened at Gideon’s second trial? Explain what his attorney did prove Gideon’s innocence.

10. The Gideon v. Wainwright decision supports what basic principle of the American legal system?
