Harmon: Government

The Road to the U.S. Constitution
The Articles of Confederation: Characteristics, Strengths & Weaknesses 

I. The Articles of Confederation (A of C)

  A. During the Revolution, the new United States needed a functioning government.
  B. Modeled after colonial governments.
  C. States would retain sovereignty. 


Sovereignty: the authority of a state to govern itself or another state.
  D. Founders were fearful of concentrated power due to past experiences with the British.
What specifically were the Founders afraid of? 
1. A Limited Government

a. Articles established a “firm league of friendship” among states.

b. Bills were passed on nine of thirteen votes

c. Amending the Articles took unanimous consent of the states.   
2. Structure of Government

a. Unicameral (single house) legislative body

b. Each state had one vote regardless of population size

c. Congress was given sole authority to govern the country.

d. An executive committee oversaw the government when Congress wasn’t in session. 

e. Congress would establish temporary courts to hear disputes among the states. 

3. Accomplishments of the Articles of Confederation.

a. Administered the seven-year war effort

b. Negotiated the Treaty of Paris with Britain in 1783

c. Established the Northwest Ordinance of 1787

4. Powers granted to government under the Articles of Confederation

a. Declare war and make peace

b. Make treaties with foreign countries

c. Establish an army and navy
d. Appoint high-ranking military officials

e. Requisition, print, and borrow money

f. Establish weights and measures

g. Hear disputes among the states related to trade or boundaries.

5. Powers denied to government

a. No power to raise funds for an army or navy

b. No power to tax, impose tariffs, or collect duties

c. No executive branch to enforce laws

d. No power to control trade among the states

e. No power to force states to honor obligations

f. No power to regulate the value of currency

g. The biggest issue: the government could not do what it was supposed to do, which is to protect the people’s rights. 

II. The Constitutional Convention, 1787

· Delegates from 12 states met in Philadelphia to revise the Articles of Confederation.
1. The Main Goal

a. Keep the states together, which would require 2 things:

i. A strong Central Government powerful enough to help keep the states together.
ii. A Constitution- a written set of laws that establish a government

1. This would ensure that the Central Gov’t would follow the rules of the people.
III. Influences
1. The Roman Republic

a. People elect representatives to govern for them.

b. Elected officials who govern are responsible to the voters who elect them.

c. Created major political bodies, such as the Senate.
2. The Enlightenment Thinkers: European movement towards logic and reason

a. John Locke- Natural Rights & Social contract

b. Montesquieu

i. Separation of Powers

1. 3 branches of government with clearly defines powers and limits

2. Checks and balances- power can be balanced between the branches & have checks- powers over each other. 
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