What is the common welfare?

The Framers believed that the people
must have civic virtue if the new Constitu-
tion was to succeed. People with civic vir-
tue put the common welfare —the good of
all the people—aover their gwn interests.
Therefore, citizens should elect people to
public office who will put the common wel-
fare aver narrow and local interests.

While the common welfare is clear in
some cases, at other times it is hard to agree
upon what it 1s. For example, everyone
would agree that the common welfare is
helped by laws against murder. But people
cannot agree whether placing a high tax on
- goods from other countries would serve the

common welfare. Some leaders say it
would. Others say it would only serve the
interests of particular groups in society.
Such a tax on cars, for example, might be
good for pecple who work in the
automobile industry. It might not be so
~good for the person buying a new car.

‘What should Congressman Jones consider when
g his decision?




