Congress at Work
Name____________________

First, read the first 3 paragraphs under “Standing Committees on pages 188-89.
1. What are standing committees?

b. Explain the overall reason why committees are so crucial in helping congress get work done.

Skip to page 196 and begin reading under “The Bill in Committee.”

2a. Most of the work in committees takes place in smaller ______________________________

b.  Provide multiple examples of the ways these groups study and make decisions on legislation (what do they do?).
c. What happens to the vast majority of bills?
Go back to page 194.
3. What is a Bill?

4. Why do members of Congress try to get cosponsors for the bills they introduce?

5a. What is a Rider?
b. Why are they used?

c. Why are they considered controversial?

d. Review the political cartoon about riders/ear marks on p. 195. What point is the cartoonist trying to make?

6. What is logrolling? (look it up online).

7. The rules for floor debate on a bill are must stricter in the House than in the Senate. What is the necessary reason for this?
Skip to page 201
8. What is a filibuster? Explain.

b. What is the Cloture Rule?

9. What does a conference committee do? (Note- it is unlike the committees above!!!)
The steps a bill must go through to become a law.
Go to my website, Government>Legislative Branch>Documents, and open the pdf. “Steps for making a law.” Study the chart on the right side. You will need to be able to put these steps into the correct order tomorrow. For practice, open up the file below the pdf. labeled “Scrambled Steps for Bill Sequencing.” Practice listing them in the correct order.
