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2004 Republican National Convention. 
George W. Bush with wife Laura Bush accepting Republican nomination. 



The President’s 
Role as 

Chief of Party

Acts as both leader and 
spokesperson for their 

political party

2017 Pensacola, FL. 
President Trump speaks at political rally 

to support Roy Moore for Senate



Advancing the Party’s Agenda
➔ The agenda are items on the party’s platform that the President & members of the party support 

& try to get implemented into policy.

President Donald Trump addressing Congress in his 2018 State of the Union



“America has finally turned the page on decades of unfair 
trade deals that sacrificed our prosperity and shipped 

away our companies, our jobs and our nation’s wealth.”

- President Donald Trump, State of the Union, 2018



2018. President Trump speaking at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) about a range of issues: 
tougher sanctions against North Korea, school safety and gun violence, immigration policy, and trade negotiations. 

Using Speeches to Push Agenda Items

https://www.c-span.org/organization/?25553/Conservative-Political-Action-Conference
https://www.c-span.org/organization/?48550/North-Korea


Meeting with members of Congressional Leadership

2017. President Trump meeting with with House Speaker Paul D. Ryan (R-Wis.), right, and Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) during a session with Republican congressional leaders. 

-Gain support for policy items and introducing bills



Meeting with members of Congressional Leadership

1995. President Bill Clinton meets with congressional leaders. From left are, Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin, 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich of Ga., the president, and Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole of Kansas. 

● Work on deals or 
compromises between the 
parties.

● Push agenda items.



Bully Pulpit

● Coined by President Theodore Roosevelt.

● A platform where presidents can advocate for their 
agenda. 

● Bully used to mean “superb” or “wonderful”.

1902, Maine. President Theodore Roosevelt delivering a speech. 



Modern Day 
Bully Pulpit

Mass exposure through television, 
the internet and social media.



Extending the party’s influence across the nation



Campaigning for Candidates 

2010 Democratic Party Fundraiser, Miami, FL. 
 President Barack Obama endorses Kendrick Meek for Senate.

President Obama campaigning for Hillary Clinton in North Carolina, 2016.



Endorsing 
Candidates 

2010 Democratic Party Fundraiser, Miami, FL. 
 President Barack Obama endorses Kendrick Meek for Senate.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1sectorHXUfYFhZwkcKNk49D1SSRIvloF/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1sectorHXUfYFhZwkcKNk49D1SSRIvloF/preview


Endorsing Candidates in the modern era



What happens 
when the president 
doesn’t endorse a 

candidate?



Appointment Power

Snapshot of some of President Trump’s appointments 
as of May 2017.

● Getting people into key positions, who:
○ Will promote the agenda
○ Have similar views

● Also used to repay those who support 
the agenda or helped the president get 
elected. 



Appointing 
Executive 

Departments

1996. President Clinton announcing second-term Cabinet members. 
Shaking hands with new Secretary of State Madeline Albright.

*Repaying agenda 
support



2016. President Trump announces appointment of Betsy DeVos (left) for 
Secretary of Education Department. VP Mike Pence (right)

Appointing 
Executive 

Departments

*Repaying election 
support



Independent 
Agencies 

● Fall under the Executive Branch

● Removed from political process

● Make their own decisions

● Congress oversight



1958. President Dwight D. Eisenhower (center) appoints T. Keith Glennan (right) NASA's first 
administrator and Hugh L. Dryden its first deputy administrator.

Appointing heads of Independent Agencies



Appointing Federal Judges

1993. Ruth Bader Ginsburg taking the judicial oath for the Supreme Court. Bill Clinton & Judge William Rehnquist



Appointing Federal Judges

1986. President Ronald Reagan announcing his nomination of Antonin Scalia, 
left, to the Supreme Court. William Rehnquist is at right.



Raising Funds 
for the Party

1963. New York. President John F. Kennedy addresses guests at a Democratic fundraising dinner.

The party needs money to run 
campaigns and expand influence

● Key party fundraiser

● Speaks at fundraising events 
and dinners

● Calls donors



Raising Funds for the Party

1967, Washington, DC. President Lyndon Johnson applauds at a 1967 Democratic 
Party fundraiser.  His wife, Lady Bird Johnson, stands with him at left. 



Recap: Chief of Party 
The goal is to get agenda items done & increase influence:

- The President pushes agenda items through working with Congress & 
speaking to the people

- Need to increase the number of people:
*in office- Congress & throughout the country
*in key positions within the government

- Fundraising (You can’t campaign and spread ideas without money)

Leader 
of the 
Party

 Leader of the 
Party



Slide # :2018 State of the Union: https://www.whitehouse.gov/sotu/
Slide # :Tweet on Ted Cruz: 
https://www.kiiitv.com/article/news/trump-plans-to-stump-for-cruz-at-biggest-stadium-he-can-find-in-texas/503-589708505

Trump, with Republican National Committee chairwoman Ronna McDaniel, speaks at a fundraising event in New York. Dec 2017
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/08/02/trump-isnt-changing-the-republican-party-the-republican-party-is-changing-t
rump/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.2eba280cbbfb

Trump meets with House Speaker Paul D. Ryan (R-Wis.), right, and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) during a session with 
Republican congressional leaders in the Roosevelt Room of the White House. Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/08/02/trump-isnt-changing-the-republican-party-the-republican-party-is-changing-t
rump/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.2eba280cbbfb

Slide: : Theordore Roosevelt: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bully_pulpit#/media/File:President_Theodore_Roosevelt_Delivering_a_Speech_at_Biddeford,_Maine_(1507471572
0).jpg

Bill Clinton: https://www.myajc.com/news/here-what-has-happened-during-previous-government-shutdowns/mdVHXYjW4xKY4s81chxNwJ/

115th Congress: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/115th_United_States_Congress

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sotu/
https://www.kiiitv.com/article/news/trump-plans-to-stump-for-cruz-at-biggest-stadium-he-can-find-in-texas/503-589708505
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/08/02/trump-isnt-changing-the-republican-party-the-republican-party-is-changing-trump/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.2eba280cbbfb
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/08/02/trump-isnt-changing-the-republican-party-the-republican-party-is-changing-trump/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.2eba280cbbfb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bully_pulpit#/media/File:President_Theodore_Roosevelt_Delivering_a_Speech_at_Biddeford,_Maine_(15074715720).jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bully_pulpit#/media/File:President_Theodore_Roosevelt_Delivering_a_Speech_at_Biddeford,_Maine_(15074715720).jpg
https://www.myajc.com/news/here-what-has-happened-during-previous-government-shutdowns/mdVHXYjW4xKY4s81chxNwJ/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/115th_United_States_Congress


Regan Fundraising: 
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2Fe3ZNtDFrhTE%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.
youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3De3ZNtDFrhTE&docid=S43KvZqO3bPHDM&tbnid=PHndk9emWW5uIM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwifwMi0rvzdAhUGMawKHc
QPC2UQMwhyKCwwLA..i&w=1280&h=720&itg=1&safe=strict&bih=758&biw=1440&q=president%20fundraising%20for%20party&ved=0ahUKEwifwMi0rv
zdAhUGMawKHcQPC2UQMwhyKCwwLA&iact=mrc&uact=8

LBJ fundraising: https://www.gettyimages.ca/detail/news-photo/president-lyndon-johnson-applauds-at-a-1967-democratic-news-photo/576766426

JFK fundraising: https://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/KYd5M5igwk6BGR30H9o0FQ.aspx

Ruth Bader Ginsburg taking oath for Supreme Court: https://www.glamour.com/story/ruth-bader-ginsburg-supreme-court-25-anniversary

Scalia: http://www.t4mag.com/us-supreme-court-judge-appointment-causing-a-dilemma-378.html

Cabinet appointments: https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/us/politics/donald-trump-administration.html

Clinton cabinet: https://www.gettyimages.co.uk/detail/news-photo/president-clinton-shakes-hands-with-new-secretary-of-state-news-photo/800695
Obama cabine: http://www.findingdulcinea.com/news/politics/2008/December/Obama-Announces-Clinton-Gates-and-Other-Cabinet-Picks.html

Obama endorsements: https://observer.com/2018/08/obama-political-endorsements-alexandria-ocasio-cortez/

Independent Agencies: https://nie.washingtonpost.com/sites/default/files/CabinetandIndependentAgencies.pdf

NASA: https://www.nasa.gov/specials/signing/

Betsy DeVos: https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/trump-picks-betsy-devos-education-secretary-43745351

President Trump CPAC: https://www.c-span.org/video/?441592-1/president-trump-pushes-concealed-carry-teachers-cpac-speech

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2Fe3ZNtDFrhTE%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3De3ZNtDFrhTE&docid=S43KvZqO3bPHDM&tbnid=PHndk9emWW5uIM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwifwMi0rvzdAhUGMawKHcQPC2UQMwhyKCwwLA..i&w=1280&h=720&itg=1&safe=strict&bih=758&biw=1440&q=president%20fundraising%20for%20party&ved=0ahUKEwifwMi0rvzdAhUGMawKHcQPC2UQMwhyKCwwLA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2Fe3ZNtDFrhTE%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3De3ZNtDFrhTE&docid=S43KvZqO3bPHDM&tbnid=PHndk9emWW5uIM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwifwMi0rvzdAhUGMawKHcQPC2UQMwhyKCwwLA..i&w=1280&h=720&itg=1&safe=strict&bih=758&biw=1440&q=president%20fundraising%20for%20party&ved=0ahUKEwifwMi0rvzdAhUGMawKHcQPC2UQMwhyKCwwLA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2Fe3ZNtDFrhTE%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3De3ZNtDFrhTE&docid=S43KvZqO3bPHDM&tbnid=PHndk9emWW5uIM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwifwMi0rvzdAhUGMawKHcQPC2UQMwhyKCwwLA..i&w=1280&h=720&itg=1&safe=strict&bih=758&biw=1440&q=president%20fundraising%20for%20party&ved=0ahUKEwifwMi0rvzdAhUGMawKHcQPC2UQMwhyKCwwLA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2Fe3ZNtDFrhTE%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3De3ZNtDFrhTE&docid=S43KvZqO3bPHDM&tbnid=PHndk9emWW5uIM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwifwMi0rvzdAhUGMawKHcQPC2UQMwhyKCwwLA..i&w=1280&h=720&itg=1&safe=strict&bih=758&biw=1440&q=president%20fundraising%20for%20party&ved=0ahUKEwifwMi0rvzdAhUGMawKHcQPC2UQMwhyKCwwLA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.gettyimages.ca/detail/news-photo/president-lyndon-johnson-applauds-at-a-1967-democratic-news-photo/576766426
https://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/KYd5M5igwk6BGR30H9o0FQ.aspx
https://www.glamour.com/story/ruth-bader-ginsburg-supreme-court-25-anniversary
http://www.t4mag.com/us-supreme-court-judge-appointment-causing-a-dilemma-378.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/us/politics/donald-trump-administration.html
https://www.gettyimages.co.uk/detail/news-photo/president-clinton-shakes-hands-with-new-secretary-of-state-news-photo/800695
http://www.findingdulcinea.com/news/politics/2008/December/Obama-Announces-Clinton-Gates-and-Other-Cabinet-Picks.html
https://observer.com/2018/08/obama-political-endorsements-alexandria-ocasio-cortez/
https://nie.washingtonpost.com/sites/default/files/CabinetandIndependentAgencies.pdf
https://www.nasa.gov/specials/signing/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/trump-picks-betsy-devos-education-secretary-43745351

