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Gideon v. Wainwright
1. Who was Clarence Gideon? For what crime was he arrested and charged?

Penniless Florida drifter, who was arrested for burglary of a Florida pool hall. 
2a. What had Gideon requested at his trial, but been denied?

He asked for a court-appointed attorney, since he couldn’t afford a lawyer.

b. At that time, what was the only situation in which the State of Florida would provide this?

Capital cases only (death penalty)
3. What evidence was used against him at his trial? What in his history also worked against him?

Witnesses at the trial reported seeing Gideon outside the pool hall in the early morning hours carrying a bottle of wine. 
4. If you were on the jury, how would you have voted?   Guilty
Not Guilty
5. What two Constitutional Rights did Gideon claim Florida had violated? (# and concept).

6th- right to counsel (lawyer) and 14th- due process clause 
6. According to Abe Fortas, why is it considered so important to extend the right to counsel to all criminal cases?
No man, no matter his intelligence, can adequately defend himself. He is competing against a professional who knows all the rules and tricks, and there is very little chance he can win. This puts the poor at an inherent disadvantage. 
7a. Florida argued that ruling in favor of Gideon might have what negative result all over the county?

· States should have flexibility in running their own court. 
· Betts v. Brady already set the precedent for determining special circumstances.
· Increases the burden to taxpayers to foot the bill for attorneys. 

b. Why did Abe Fortas say this argument is invalid? Refer to #6
8. What part did the 14th Amendment play in the Supreme Court’s ruling?

The due process clause extended to the 6th amendment’s guarantee of counsel to all defendants in criminal cases in both state and federal court. 
9. What happened at Gideon’s second trial? Explain what his attorney did prove Gideon’s innocence.

He was found innocent. A witness testified that Gideon was somewhere else at the time of the burglary. The accusers who testified in the original trial were later found to have lied to cover their own crimes. 
10. The Gideon v. Wainwright decision supports what basic principle of the American legal system?
It recognized that, left without the aid of counsel, even intelligent and educated persons have very little chance of successfully defending themselves in criminal trials. 
Helped to ensure justice for the poor. 
