Topic 11.1: Political Parties and What They Do

Name_____________________

Directions: On my website, go to the Political Parties and Elections unit, find the 11.1 Political Parties reading. Read the text to answer the questions below. 
1. Define Political Party (American version)-

2. What makes the two major American political parties different than the parties in many other areas of the world?

3a. The book says, “…political parties are essential to democratic government. They are a vital link between…” what 2 groups?

b. Explain why this link so important to our political system.
4. Explain two ways parties in America tend to “blunt conflict”, and unify, rather than divide, the American people.
5. What is the major function political parties play in our government?
6. List the 3 ways parties inform and inspire their voters.
7a. What is the main goal of both the Republican and Democratic Parties? 

7b. What two objectives do parties have when they shape their positions on issues?

8a. Define partisanship-

b. Explain two examples of how partisanship influences the organization and the running of our government.
8a. What is the Party in Power?

b. What is the very important role the party out of power plays in our system of government? Explain why this is so important/valuable. 
